
TAKING CAREOF 
ATTO PRIMO — La festa

This is not a birthday, nor a celebration, nor a memorial. 
The summer is long over, and this was a time to think and 
reflect on what Careof, a non-profit institution based in Mi-
lan, is and has been since 1987. 

Until a few months ago, the alarm of an ending sounded 
like the only and definitive option. This reflection, shared 
with many of you, however, has generated a change of 
perspective. As a consequence, Careof pondered the need 
for its renewal, has welcomed new members and defined 
new emergencies, not in the view of setting aside the hi-
storic work done till today, but wishing to give it a new 
identity and strategy.

Taking Careof is first of all a project. It is then a suggestion, 
an open question, an exhibition, a party, an apotropaic ge-
sture. It is the bonfire lit at the end of this year as an act of 
atonement, the carnival that transgresses the roles assig-
ned by the everyday life. It’s a challenge that Careof chose 
to accept when it decided not to close but to start again. In 
which way? Posing questions. 

What is Careof ? What does it want to become? How to 
take care of it?

Taking Careof opens this reflection and puts the basis for a 
longer process, aimed at redefining the role and objectives 
that a cultural institution must have today, starting from its 
social and artistic function and the need to adapt or disso-
ciate from the days of politics, society, culture.
This is why we decided to celebrate and invite you to join 
us in this first act, hoping to involve you in the process of 
renewal.

December 17th 2013
from 8pm till 1am

On December 17th, Careof is a space set up for a party: you 
can drink, eat, dance. You will have the opportunity to pur-
chase your role (the membership), a service (events and 
dinners at the residences scheduled from January 2014), a 
series of books set for the occasion, old and new (the new 
Bookshop ), all helping to alleviate the heavy economies 
that have no doubt need to recover. 
 
Taking Careof  is the thread around which the new pro-
gram will focus and be structured, building on the wealth 
accumulated in over 25 years of history to develop a new 
identity.

We commissioned some artists all it takes to put you at 
ease and maybe surprise you: bar and seats (AUT/StudioEr-
rante Architetture/Andrea Tomasi), graphics (AUT), the first 
card of Careof (Stefano Arienti), dj set (PalmWine/France-
sco Tenaglia) bookshop (Saul Marcadent), library practice 
(Maël Veisse/Viaindustriae), totem archive (directly from 
Careof DOCVA archive).

A transfigured place that announces, through visual ap-
pearances, next year goals and planning, clarified by the 
formalization of objects, images and words. An expanded 
press release which puts Careof at the core of an impor-
tant reflection, which needs to be shared and circulate. For 
the entire month of January this space will remain active, 
accessible and open to accommodate and promote mee-
tings, lectures, presentations, screenings. 

please do come, will be waiting for you


